
Open CourseWare at UMass 
Boston: Course Materials for 

Everyone
University of Massachusetts 2008 

Instructional Technology Conference
11 April 2008

Marietta Schwartz & Eileen McMahon, presenters

http://www.ocwconsortium.org/index.php




What is UMass Boston Open What is UMass Boston Open 
CourseWareCourseWare??

• The idea behind UMass Boston OCW is to make UMass 
Boston course materials that are used in the teaching of 
undergraduate and graduate subjects available on the Web, 
free of charge, to any user anywhere in the world. 

• UMass Boston OCW will advance technology-enhanced 
education at UMass Boston, and will serve as a model for 
university dissemination of knowledge in the Internet age. 

• This venture continues the tradition at UMass Boston, and in 
American higher education, of open dissemination of 
educational materials, philosophy, and modes of thought, and 
will help lead to fundamental changes in the way colleges and 
universities utilize the Web as a vehicle for education.





Why is UMass Boston doing Why is UMass Boston doing 
this?this?

• Because technology makes it possible for us to increase the 
reach of educational opportunity, we have a moral obligation 
to do so. 

• UMass Boston OCW supports UMass Boston's mission to 
serve the public through learning, discovery, and 
engagement, and is true to UMass Boston's guiding principle 
that academics come first. 

• As UMass Boston enters the 21st century, services like 
OpenCourseWare enable it to more fully accomplish its land 
grant mission. 

• UMass Boston OCW contributes to the "shared intellectual 
commons" in academia, which fosters collaboration across 
UMass Boston and among other scholars across disciplines 
and around the world.





How does UMass Boston OCW differ from How does UMass Boston OCW differ from 
other types of Webother types of Web--based education, based education, 
including distance learning?including distance learning?
• UMass Boston OCW differs from other UMass Boston Web-based 

education offerings in that it is free and open, does not provide 
university credit, and grants no access to university faculty. 

• UMass Boston OCW is not a distance-learning initiative. Distance 
learning involves the active exchange of information between faculty 
and students, with the goal of obtaining some form of a credential. 

• UMass Boston OCW is not meant to replace degree-granting higher 
education or for-credit courses. Rather, the goal is to provide the 
content that supports an education.

• UMass Boston OCW is an unprecedented effort of a much broader 
magnitude, as the goal is to provide the course materials free and 
open to the world.





What are the longWhat are the long--term goals of the term goals of the 
UMass Boston OCW initiative?UMass Boston OCW initiative?

• We expect UMass Boston OCW to grow to 
encompass the course materials of all faculty who are 
willing to participate. 

• Over time, the goal is for most of the courses offered 
at UMass Boston to be represented in the collection.

• Another goal of UMass Boston OCW is to catalyze the 
development of groups or communities around the 
course materials. Individuals participating in these 
informal groups will coach, mentor, and support each 
other in their learning, adding significant value to the 
materials themselves.





Current Status of UMB OCWCurrent Status of UMB OCW

• Currently the UMB OCW site has 
materials from 12 courses, spread out 
over eight departments.

• Another 12 courses are in queue to be 
added to the site, and faculty continue to 
inquire about adding their course 
materials.





Questions?
Marietta.Schwartz@umb.edu
Eileen.McMahon@umb.edu
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